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15th November (Saturday), Historic Lotus Club Dinner at the Apollo Hotel, 
Basingstoke (Write-up and Photos from Mel& Gary) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Again we were invited along to the Historic Lotus Club Dinner. 
 
There were 15 of us this year and as usual, we had a terrific evening. 
 
For the team game John asked Mel to divide the Cambridgeshire Area into two teams (Tables 2 & 
3).  So one Team was headed up by Peter and had Chris L, David, Janette, Gordon, Philippa & 
Mel and the other was headed up by Andy and had Ken, Sharon, Melanie, Tony, Joy, Chris M & 
Gary. 
 
We had to build a F1 car out of a couple of toilet roll middles, four wheels, sticky tape and 
whatever you could find on your table.  So all the teams set to work and as most of the other 
tables were occupied by Historic Lotus Club members, who regularly have to build parts for their 
cars etc, we were expecting to be totally out classed, but we didn’t disgrace ourselves with 
Peter’s Team winning both the Concours and the Race with Andy’s Team coming in second. 
 
The rocket balloons were set off within minutes of everyone sitting down so we all knew that it 
was going to be a fun night. 
 
The food was the best we’ve had in the years of the dinner and staff who were looking after us 
were very patient with Chris M and his antics. 
 
There was a raffle, an auction (hosted by Gary) for a signed Mario Andretti framed stamp and 
medals were presented to various members, including Mel and Gary. 
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The three display cars were Andy Shepherd’s Lotus Type 23, a polished Aluminium Lotus Seven 
and John’s Lotus 11 and what a great spectacle they made. 
 
This is a brilliant overnighter and very reasonable with a nice double room including breakfast for 
about £70 (and it’s a 4 star hotel) plus the cost of the meal, about £40 per person. 
 
If you fancy joining us in 2009 please do let us know as soon as you can. 
 

 
 

THE WINNING CAR 
 

 
 
               A CLOSE SECOND 

 
 

 
 

THE WINNING TEAM 
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30th November (Sunday) - Parts Fair at Hethel & Open Day at Classic Team Lotus 
(Write up and Photos from Mel & Gary) 
 

 

  

 
 
 

 

 
We (Gary and Mark from the Bank) set off on a wet late November Sunday morning to the Parts 
Fair at Hethel. 
 
Upon arrival we found that there were only a couple of other Lotus cars who had braved the 
terrible weather. 
 
Alan Morgan was there from Club HQ in an outside marquee selling the usual range of Club and 
Lotus goodies and we said a quick hello on our way to the Parts Fair where I purchased a Clarion 
CD Changer for the bargain price of £15. 
 
When then crossed the road to Classic Team Lotus and we greeted by the usual gang of Steve, 
Richard & Bob. As you see from the photos above they had some of the racing cars on view for 
people to get up close and personal with, so of course all those present certainly made the most 
of this. 
 
After a good day we headed home in yet more rain and were pleased to be able to take the 
Esprits wellies off. 
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Friday 5th December, Christmas Dinner at The Crown Inn, Elton 
(Write-up and Photos by Mel & Gary) 
 

 
 

 

 
 
We had 30 people on the night, including the girls from Club HQ and Gerald and Karen Turner 
(GST Performance). 
 
The food was great as usual and we all had a fantastic evening.   
 
As it was my Birthday, Mel decided to give me night “off” and took over the duties of the 
speeches and thank yous. 
 
For the first time we had a team game (inspired from our experience at the Historic Lotus Dinner 
in November).  Mel purchased three Kit tins of Lego Build a McLaren F1 Pit Stop. 
 
The Teams were headed up by very own three “car building experts” Rob Turner, James 
Clements and Gerald Turner.  Everyone absolutely loved the game when complete they were 
included in the raffle prizes.  The Teams finished with Rob’s team 1st, Gerald’s team 2nd and 
James’ team coming in 3rd, claiming they were hampered by a vital piece being missing from the 
kit!!! 
 
We held the usual raffle and Philippa and Janette kindly parted people from their money and we 
raised £70.  Thanks to everyone for bringing a prize along. 
 
We did the usual thank you presents for the girls from HQ, the fantastic pub Landlords Roz & 
Marcus and their staff and Joy our amazing web mistress. 
 
A great evening was had by all now we need to do is think of another good team game for the 
night so any suggestions would be most welcome. 
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TO SEE MORE PHOTOS OF THE EVENTS IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND THOSE FROM 
PREVIOUS YEARS, PLEASE GO TO THE CAMBRIDGESHIRE AREA WEBSITE WHERE 

THEY WILL BE AVAILABLE TO VIEW VERY SOON–  
 

www.cambsclublotus.org.uk 
 
Our web mistress is Joy Round (joy@cambsclublotus.org.uk) so she is the lady to send things to 
which you’d like to see on the website.  The site contains details of Club Nights, special events, 
information, newsletters and links to other useful Lotus Sites.  There is a password protected 
Members Area for anything relating to the Club that you want to see on there, but don’t want to 
share with the whole world. If you would like full members access to this, please e-mail Joy or us 
so we can give you the required username and password to give you access to all the areas - it’s 
your site so please don’t be shy about providing input.  Please note that this can also be 
accessed via the main Club Lotus website. 
 
Special thanks go to our members who were kind enough to provide us with write-ups and 
photos for this Newsletter. 

An update on John Crow, who has been a good friend and loyal supporter of both the Area and 
us for a number of years now – he is still struggling with the after effects of various treatments 
he’s had for prostrate cancer and so would love to hear from any of you as he is currently almost 
housebound. John is due to undergo some very major and complicated surgery in London on 
April 16th in the hope that it may give him at least some kind of normal life again, and certainly 
better than it is at present. 

For further information on anything included in this Newsletter, please contact us:- 
 
Mel & Gary Parkin 
“Bears Lair” 
68 Church Street 
HARSTON 
Cambs 
CB22 7NR 
 
Tel: 01223 871371  
E-mail: melandgary@cambsclublotus.org.uk 




